More on Civil War Lions
by GREG BALAGIAN

The United Kingdom remained officially
neutral throughout the American Civil War.
Elite opinion tended to favor the Confed-
eracy, while public opinion was for the
Union. Large scale trade continued in both
directions, with the Americans shipping
grain to Britain while Britain sent manu-
factured items and munitions. Immigra-
tion continued into the United States, with
Britons volunteering for the Union Army.

The Confederate strategy for secur-
ing independence was largely based on
the hope of military intervention by Brit-
ain and France, which never happened
because it would have meant war with
the United States. In the end, British in-
volvement did not significantly affect the

1. Adonkey is trying to disguise itself as
a lion with the inscription:
B “‘When Southern
fools depute an
Ass/ In Lion’s skin,
to bray their
cause/ And fancy
that the word, en
masse/ Will give
the long-eared
beast applause/
Why, all must say
that such a mas-
ter/Will prove to them a sad dis-Ass-ter!”

2. Jefferson Davis, President of the Con-
federate States of America, is trying to

3. Alion is frightening a donkey and Confederate General Sterling Price during the
Battle of Boonville in Missouri. Titled “Strayed,”: “From the neighborhood of Boonville,

Mo. [Missouri] an ugly Jack
who was frightened by the
sudden appearance of a
Lion, his Jockey, one
PRICE being made very sick
by the same appearance. He
is of no value whatever and
only a low PRICE can be
given for his capture. Sam.”
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4. Caricature of Emperor Napoleon lli
with a British lion: “The British Lion heed-
less of the Trap,/ The string of which is
held by Emp’r Nap,/ Bent upon Cotton,
boldly takes the field/Which simple
Jonathan, he thinks, will yield.”
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are known to
me, are shown
below.

“feline philately” which is definitely in need of more
research. Anyone who
knows of any other Civil
War patriotic covers
with lions, please for-
ward the image and in-
formation to either my-
self or the Editor.«s

6. Caricature of a Lion and
Zebra with an inscription:

J. D., the noble king of
beasts — of Southern beasts
we mean/ In all his beasty
royalty is here to be seen./
Why, here’s Jeff Davis.
How is this? He's taken off

A D, the nobls king of bassts—of Bouthorn beusts we moati--
La ail inda banstly royaity is haro to bo seen.

Fig. 1. British
lion & South-
ern donkey,
“One of us

One of us must comngner.
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